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SWA asks residents to refrain from tree trimming in April

While garbage, recycling and bulk waste remain on schedule, Palm Beach County
residents are asked to delay major yard trimming until May. Doing so will allow
waste haulers to focus on the reported 15 percent and growing increase in home
garbage and bulk items.

Since the start of the safer at home order in response to this health crisis, curbside
vegetation collection is reported to be up more than 20 percent in some areas. With
the stay at home order issued through April, it is anticipated this percentage will go
up.

Residents are also asked to securely tie all garbage in plastic garbage bags. This
additional precautionary measure includes securing all personal hygiene products,
used tissues, paper towel, sanitary wipes, face masks, gloves, and similar items in
plastic garbage bags, as it is not known whether the waste was handled by someone
who is sick, caring for a sick family member or healthy. Garbage bags should be tied
securely for disposal so waste workers do not come in contact with any potentially
virus-contaminated waste.

The county’s virus response has impacted SWA services and programs in the
following ways:
·

Closing of five Home Chemical and Recycling Centers.

o Two HCRCs will remain open for crucial customer needs only. They are in West
Palm Beach and west Delray/Boynton Beach. As always, commercial quantities of
hazardous waste require special disposal. Call 561-687-1100 for details on your
business becoming registered as a small quantity generator.
* Closing of the Customer Convenience Drop-off Center at the North County
Landfill.
* Residents and small haulers with demolition/renovation; trash/yard wastes; or
other smaller waste loads are being diverted directly to the landfill.
* Closing of the SWA Greenway Trail per County Emergency Order 3.
* Cancelling all public opening of Bids for commodities and services.
* Changing construction bid openings to phone-in teleconference calls.
* Changing pre-bid and pre-proposal meetings to Adobe Connect.
* Changing the Run AWAY 5K<https://swa.org/5k> on Sunday, April 5 to a virtual
race.
* Registrants who opt for the virtual run in support of the non-profit Resource
Depot will receive the race shirt, bib, medal and other goodies by mail.
* Cancelling the Small Business Advisory Committee Meeting on April 7.
* Cancelling the Transformational Tuesdays on April 28 and May 26.
* Cancelling the Business PowerNet on May 7.
* Cancelling the Transformational Tuesdays on May 26.

The Solid Waste Authority of Palm Beach County has developed a COVID-19
website<http://www.swa.org/COVID19> where all impacts to solid waste services
and programs are outlined.

###

About the SWA
The Solid Waste Authority of Palm Beach County is a Dependent Special District that
was created by the Florida Legislature in 1975. Since then, the SWA has developed an
award-winning integrated solid waste management system to handle the county’s

waste and recyclables. We call ourselves AWAY: whether you throw it, recycle it or
flush it AWAY, we put your waste to work. Each year, we:
·
Process more than 90,000 tons of
recyclables<http://www.swa.org/RecycleRight> each year
·
Combust approximately 1.8 million tons of trash each year to generate
electricity at renewable energy facilities<http://swa.org/364/Renewable-EnergyFacilities>
·

Produce enough electricity to power approximately 74,000 homes

·
Recycle more than 150,000 tons of wastewater treatment
residuals<http://swa.org/353/Biosolids-Processing-Facility> (sludge from flushes)
into environmentally-friendly fertilizer
·
Safely dispose of more than 4.2 million pounds of home
hazards<http://swa.org/171/Home-Chemical-Disposal> a year
·
Collect water off of the roofs of Renewable Energy Facility
2<http://swa.org/375/Palm-Beach-Renewable-Energy-Facility-2> and store it in a 2
million gallon cistern, which is used as part of the energy making process

With the recent changes to the SWA’s website, anyone can now sign up to receive
SWA news, calendar updates, jobs, or other Web postings of interest by signing up
online<http://www.swa.org/list.aspx>. Should you sign up online to receive SWA’s
news releases, we can remove you from this distribution by sending a REMOVE reply
to this email.

Connect with the Solid Waste Authority of Palm Beach County www.SWA.org<http://www.swa.org/>

<http://www.facebook.com/SolidWasteAuthority> <https://twitter.com/swapbc> <ht
tps://www.linkedin.com/company/solid-wasteauthority> <https://www.youtube.com/user/SolidWasteAuthority> <http://www.pint
erest.com/swapbc/> <http://instagram.com/swapbc/>

Please note: Florida has a very broad public records law. Most communications to or
from the Solid Waste Authority are considered to be public records and will be made
available to the public and the media upon request. Therefore, your e-mail message
may be subject to public disclosure.
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