“Sudges rule on the basis of law, not public opinion, and thiey sfioul fe totally indifferent
to pressures of the times.”

— Warren E. Burger, chicf justice, 1.5, Supreme Court, 1969-1986
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Answers to Yourl ues jons about
Florida Judges, Judicial Elections
and Merit Retention
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* Election Dates 2016:

Primary - Tuesday, Aug. 30
General - Tuesday, Nov. 8
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Are all judges elected in Florida®?

No. Currently, most circuit and county court judges are elected. If thete
vacancy — for example, if a judge retires, resigns or dies before the end of"
term — the governor fills the position by appointment. Additionally, Florida Su
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‘ ‘exactly does a judge do?
]udges preside over trials and hearings. |
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FREQUENTLY ASKED
QUESTIONS ABOUT MERIT
RETENTION ELECTIONS

1. Why am | being asked to vote on judges?

Florida law requires Florida Supreme Court justices and appeals court judges 1o be placed on the ballot in
nonpartisan elections every six years so voters can determine whether they should remain on their courts for
another six-year term. These are called “merit retention” elections. This year, three Supreme Court justices
and 28 appeals court judges will be on the ballot

2. What do “Yes” and “No"” votes mean?
A“Yes" vote means you want the judge or justice to remain on the court for another six-year term. A “No”
vole means you want the judge or justice to be removed from the court. The majority of voters decides

3. Do appeals court judges and Supronm Court justices have opponents?
No.Your vote determines whether each judge or justice should remain on the court. They are not
"Wﬁngagamst opponents or each other Merit retention elections are nonpartisan. In nonpartisan

, Candidates appear on the ballot w.::rx\x reference to any political party, (e.qg. Democrat or
Wﬁcan) Florida law requires judicial elections 10 L € nonpartisan in order to preserve impartiality

‘_"ow do appeals court judges and Suplm e Court |ust|ces get on the court?

Sgovernor appoints judges or justices IrC J'SI'E bmitted by Judicial Nominating Commissions
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7. Can appeals court judges and Supreme Court justices state
their views on issues that may come before them?

Canon 7 of the Florida Code of Judicial Conduct forbids judges and justices
from saying how they will decide future cases. Judges and justices must

remain impartial and decide cases without regard to their personal views or
beliefs.

8. Can | read the opinions of the judges and justices in cases
they decided?

Yes. Records of judges' decisions can be found on the decision pages of the
websites for the District Courts of Appeal and the Florida Supreme Court and
through www.floridabar.org/TheVotesinYourCourt.

9. Can | watch videos of the justices and appeals court judges at work?
Yes. Court arguments are webcast live and archived on court websites.

10. How can | learn more about judges’ and justices’ backgrounds?
Biographies are on court websites, accessible through www.floridabar org/TheVotesinYourCourt

11. How did Florida decide to use the merit retention election system?

In the mid-1970s, Florida voters overwhelmingly approved a constitutional amendment requiring that the
merit retention system be used for all appellate judges. This happened in response to public concem over
abuses under the former system of contested elections.

12. Where can | find results from prior merit retention elections?

The Florida Division of Elections maintains a searchable database of election results since 1978
Merit retention elections occur only during general elections in even numbered years if any appeals
court judges or justices are nearing the end of their terms (www.dos myflorida.com/elections)
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